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 The paper deals with the formation of certain multinational states and the process whereby 

these processes take place are emphasized. The authors describe national minorities as an object of 

political science and investigate the status of national minorities from the perspective of the present 

in the political life of the Ukrainian state. In discussing relations between the Ukrainian state and 

different ethnic units whereas there are slightly more than two hundred states. This 
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tions which the researchers operate while studying this or that country. Such 
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notions 

but nevertheless they have certain nuances. It is needless to say that all  these 

terms are the result of historical complications of different elements which cha

about the opinion that the determining factors in the formation of this  community 

 

boundaries.

could appear within a nation that appeared. When merging the former ethnic groups 

 

development.

been formed according to this principle.



to compete in the international arena. That was the way a lot of multinational 

countries have been formed.

integration.

internal affairs and jointly represent the Russian nation.

peoples that inhabit it. The US also entitles each ethnic unit to the right to have 

its national and cultural autonomy on the basis of democratic laws. These two 

types of state federations are represented on the globe.

appearance of supranational state formations. They are formed on the princi

ple of confederation and have a great national and cultural diversity. The most 



  

 typical 

te estimates. The order of this formation is very close to the current economic 

 

citizenship. 

ropean supernation. The number of new member states is increasing. 

all around the world. 

Initial economic and political blocs are prototypes of the future supernations. 

Such large state and national entities seem to be the future of all human civilization.

of the ethnic units within the state. The most multinational country in the world – 

successfully.

for these countries. The future development of nations and states has not al

because of their multiculturalism. The twentieth century was the period of the 

the nationality parity is the basis for cooperation and integration. For the last 

two decades There has appeared the tendency to the process of separatism. It 
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ding of it is based on the approaches suggested by the home and foreign resear

 approaches and assessments while analysing the problem of national minorities. 

The issues of role and place of national minorities in the national structure of 

size and public activities of national minorities are covered most comprehensively 

is considered on the comprehensive approach that includes all typological and 

 

community. 

.

.

clusively for determining the groups who differ from the rest of the population in 

Numerous international legal regulatory instruments (acts and standards) governing 



  

objects for the normatives and standards of those regulatory instruments.

Under the auspices of the United Nations (UN) and within its specialized 

agencies and on the initiative of the Council of Europe the states have adopted 

a number of universal and regional conventions that provide protective measures 

Human rights) and the Council of Europe and its advisory body – the European 

main reasons for this situation – the political and lega onesl. 

ratism and keep the territorial integrity and national sovereignty of the state.



minority could be considered to be a group of people who profess a religion 

different from the state one or that which is dominant in the country where they 

a long time traditionally use and deliberately encourage the use of the historical 

legislation of the country.

treaties on human rights and fundamental freedoms of persons belonging to  

minorities. 

languages. In many countries in Western Europe and beyond (e.g. in the US) the 

an individual and the state. The population of this state is a heterogeneous society 

on the nationality grounds. 

It is assumed that such states consist of two or more socially and politically 

In Central and Eastern Europe a nation is often understood to be united by 

one ethnic background and which has no direct relation to citizenship. Considering 
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compared to the rest of the population) are considered to be a part of one nation. 

In such countries the national legislation guarantees fundamental rights and 

belonging to national minorities.

belonging to national minorities are protected.

ties or the criteria for determining the persons as those that belong to minorities 

in national legislation or political instruments (acts) taking into consideration the 

The analysis of these documents proves that countries often take into account 

Today these very international and national components of the term “national 

rights by international regulatory authorities and others. 

National minority is a group of individuals of other ethnic national origin 

and numerically smaller than the titular nation of the country where such a group 



a  

belonging to national minorities in this country.

right of the country to recognize the persons who belong to the national minorities 

legally in this country.

 

The problem of protection of national minorities leav ly urgent due to the 

took place globally and particularly 

It runs about the collapse of the continental empires (the 

ry Empire the  Empire the Russian Empire) in Europe as a result of 

World War I (WWI) and the formation of the independent national states on 

the wreckage of the countries on the principle “one nation – one state

led to a large number of people in their ethnic origin  did not belong to 

the titular ethnic groups of the newly independent states.

were aware of the acuteness of the contradictions that arise from this situation 

and they created the  as 

a part of the Paris pe

organizations only if they take measures to protect minority rights. This protection 

 

became the subject of attention of the UN and other international organizations. 

The Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic 

Considering the development of the international legal regulation of the rights 

 



  

the period before the WWI –

the third – beginning with end of the WWII to the beginning of the disintegration 

and the fourth begins with 

the adoption by countries the Charter of Paris for a New 

The 

was adopted by R

the 

and originality of  

on their territories and create conditions for the development of their identity on 

the state. Persons belonging to national or e religious and linguistic minori

ties (hereinafter referred to as persons belonging to minorities) have the right to 

profess their religion and perform religious 

rituals

interference or discrimination in any form.

human rights and fundamental freedoms without any discrimination and on the 

States shall take measures to create favorable conditions to enable persons 

and contrary to international standards.

learning in their own language.

Persons belonging to minorities should have appropriate opportunities to gain 

knowledge needed for life in society. States consider adopting effective measures for 

persons belonging to minorities to participate without restrictions in the economic 

progress and development of their country.

International national policies and programs are planned and implemented 

taking into account the legitimate interests of persons belonging to minorities.

multilateral document that is dedicated to the protection of national minorities set 

out provisions relating to various areas.



laws and government policies.

The document that completes the Framework Convention is the European 

nations started. The national minorities gained the status of constitutional and legal 

gradually lost their constitutional and legal status.

During the West Ukrainian National Republic the personal autonomy with the 

right of representation in the government was proclaimed for the national minorities. 

opportunity to create separate administrative units in the areas where most people of 

concerning the protection of the rights and freedoms of national minorities. But 



  

was withdrawn by its announcement as being solved forever. Normative legal acts 

In the period of  some amendments to the Constitution of the USSR 

during the period of 

There are several stages of formation and development of the law of Ukraine 

on national minorities

development and establishment of the law on national minorities of Ukraine started 

The researchers divide the regulatory framework on protection of the rights and 

freedoms of the national minorities of Ukraine into general and special legislation. 

The general legislation protects the rights and freedoms of national minorities 

With the proclamation of independence of Ukraine new research areas appear 

issues of national minorities have appeared. But these works do not contain the 

works of fundamental character are absent in Ukraine.

rights and freedoms are divided into individual and collective. Individual political 



rights and freedoms of the national minorities in Ukraine are similar to individual 

political rights and freedoms of citizens of Ukraine. Collective political rights of 

freedoms of national minorities is identical to individual and collective rights and 

and persons belonging to them can be divided into general (basic) and special 

association. Special civil rights include the right to decide freely on the member

ship of a national minority has the right to protection from forced assimilation.

of persons belonging to religious minorities to profess their religion and perform 
 

rights includes only the right to own property alone as well as in association with 

belonging to a national minority.

special minority rights can not be privileges. Special rights are one of the forms of 

positive actions to ensure minorities to be able to maintain their own characteristics 



  

status are enshrined in legal acts and are identical as well as for the constitutional 

and legal status of citizens of Ukraine.

. 

ties in Ukraine today is the establishment and operation of voluntary associations 

and federations of national cultural and educational and cultural associations of 

national minorities.

regional and territorial levels.

The characteristic feature of the societies and associations of national minori

own print media.

Each of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) member guarantees 

The common to the constitutions of the CIS is the state regulation of relations 

 



 

zations.

and freedoms of national minorities is established under the President of Ukraine 

certain political decisions.

is numerous national minorities who have created their own political movements 

The Russian minority and Crimean Tatars who have created their own political 

b

The process of the political mobilization of ethnic minorities is often getting 

justice generally play. These factors are perhaps the most effective in the conditions 

of the political mobilization and they are often used as political slogans.

Such categories as credibility of organizations representing a particular national 

less important role in the political mobilization of ethnic minorities. It is connected 



  

emphasized that the number of minority factor plays no major role in the political 

mobilization processes.

 

Ukraine seeks to consistently implementation of the European dimension of the 

ethnic policy. To accomplish this task it carefully carries political and legal regula

rights. The fertile ground for this approach is the theoretical achievements in legal 



constitutional plane is periodically updated with the legislative achievements of 

neutral or violate the criminal case on the basis of articles of the Criminal Code 

But the inevitability of punishment for a crime is only one part of the prob

for highly moral features of behavior of the whole system of educational and 

 

tolerance).

This would preclude the repetition of the criminal acts against the citizens of any 



  

nationality. Ukrainian people would remember the price at which they gained 

independence and stepped the European way of development.

participation of interested representatives of the Ukrainian public organizations and 

the value of national ethnic harmony.

– the legal status of national minorities is closely intertwined with the wide

provides deep philosophical penetration into the problem of comprehension of its 

 



– the establishment and formation of the Ukrainian political nation in the 

– They should be eliminated during the compulsory ethnic updating of the 

legislation and further it is necessary to provide its systematization.

a separate unit of the developments and implementation of strategies to combat 

Service of Ukraine. The coordination functions were entrusted in particular to the 

processes it is advisable to return to the proposal to approve the State program 

which the President instructed to the Cabinet of Ministers (still in September 

2005) the Ukrainian public clearly demonstrated that the country can afford the 

a



  

 

authorities.

of various state and public institutions. This role of national minorities directly 

increased tendency to return Ukraine to the international community.

the legal status of national minorities is one of the fundamental and integral indica

“strengthen the moral foundations of the people and political foundations of our 



getting of greater importance.

It should be noted that the issue of human rights is the major in the international 

a human being as a member of the national ethnic group.

a whole.

and is connected with creation and preservation of trust between different sectors 

nationally and internationally.

recent years. No one doubts that the neglect of the interests of these groups in 

the formation of domestic and foreign policy under certain conditions can lead to 

Parliament of Ukraine.

more active and the process is getting political and that is why ethnic minorities 

has watched a clear trend to enhance the activities of national minorities that go 

asingly to satisfy political interests. This is a natural phenomenon characteristic 

of the society.

The protection of national minorities with the modern instruments of interna

tional law is seen as an integral part of the international legal protection of human 

feature of the modern international legal protection of national minorities should be 

considered an organic relationship between the acts of international law at various 

systems for the protection of minorities.

The rights of national minorities should be treated as special rights – some form 

of positive actions to ensure minorities to be able to preserve their characteristics 



  

The implementation of minority rights would also mean obtaining such a sta

in the political and economic life of the state.




