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 The paper focuses on the impacts that the current migration and refugee crisis has had 

on Slovakia. Slovakia is a country characterized by a relatively small population of immigrants 

identify the causes for the rather negative attitudes towards immigrants observed in Slovakia. The 

recent political developments.

challenge in the form of migration and refugee crisis. In some Member States 
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as the EU as a whole.

Slovak attitudes towards immigrants which became more visible in connection 

we analyse the statistical data and provide secondary analysis of available research 

data in this area.

Thus Slovakia has been changing gradually from a traditional country of emi

Republic were two parts of the same state at that time. Since the creation of the 
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in relation to the different types of migration and categories of migrants. Relevant 

important in development and implementation of migration policy in Slovakia.

the area of legal labour migration.

1 

indicators have been developed to evaluate and compare what governments are doing to promote 

2 

 

agreements and legal regulations are met.
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will contribute to the creation of ethnic minorities. In following parts we will 

concentrate on current state concerning ethnic minorities in Slovakia with the 

is mainly voluntary labour force emigration. In connection to our topic emigration 

which differ from autochthony community in all aspects of identity.

is very high. It is very common that they have Slovak partner. They often occupy 

are the most active in various associations of immigrants.



 

has changed radically – the number of asylum seekers fell sharply (mainly due to 

to ordinary workers.

marry Slovak partner. Immigrants from this group have usually better conditions 

 

illegal migrants increasingly used (or abused) “

deportation by applying for some form of international protection. In this way they tried to legalize 

number of applicants.
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gives the best information on numbers of immigrants (without immigrants with

 

2011 2012 2015
Residence 

permits
Temporary Permanent Tolerated

CZ CZ CZ CZ

HU HU CZ

HU HU

HU

RS 5528  522 18

RS RS DE RS

DE DE RS DE DE

RU RU RU RU RU

IT IT

IT

IT

CN CN CN CN  2

IT

KR KR FR

FR KR KR FR

from the third countries in the Slovak Republic according their nationality include 

neous. Prevailing notion about society sees communities as coherent homogeneous 



of modern society is that of a multiplicity of autonomous and interdependent 

as different subcultures.

country of Slovaks. We can hardly talk about pure Slovak culture because over the 

about cultural diversity and migration in Slovakia. The public discussion on this 

In the Central and Eastern Europe region we can also hardly talk about second 

or third generations of immigrants. This is particularly true for the immigrants 

the province Nghe was established in Slovakia5

5 

.
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of all by the level of integration of Roma minority. We will deal with this issue 

closer in the third part.

Each particular state has its own approach to immigration which varies throughout 

and the inclination of states to tolerate multiple identities and to deal with them 

institutional capacity developed ahead of national identity seem to have had less 

with the second factor authors claim that national states based on liberal democracy 

states to control the population and also the ability to attract talents from abroad. 

it can be based on representation of particular class or religion. The authors claim 

that for such states the politicisation of national identity may represent a challenge 

to state authority.

determine the attitude toward immigrants and willingness to their acceptance. In 

politics depends on the manner in which nation is constructed. Nations which are 



historically most homogenous and which base their citizenship on blood principle 

easily. Different approach can be seen in states ethnically heterogeneous where 

and culture. Therefore acceptation of foreigners in such nations is obvious until 

include several ethnical groups and such nations are characterized by higher level 

versity of the Slovakia is one of the highest within the Central European region 

policy

controlled economic migration is their potential for the development of the Slovak 

and competencies necessary to satisfy the lasting demand for shortage professions 

critical factor why these states are not ready to fully accept the cultural other as 

minorities and rarely use securitization strategies to their demands. They do not 

justify a restriction of normal negotiations and ordinary democratic processes and 

 

Slovak Republic.
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Spain and Scots in the UK). Kymlicka claims that the main reason is that these 

minorities do not have the strong protectionist home state posing a potential threat 

past the status of majority (e.g. Hungarians in Slovakia) and they were inscribed 

in historical memory with their hegemonic practices (e.g. magyarization of the 

is generally described as the state with relatively low share of immigrants within 

search in this area showed a rather negative image of Slovakia as the country with 

there is even wider range of impacts.

aggressive behaviour towards members of other ethnic groups .

towards ethnic groups including8

 

8 There is the same principle for the formation of attitudes towards ethnic groups as in case of 

from others.
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connection it is necessary to stress that the majority of autochthonous population 

immigrants on regular basis (e.g. at work or as neighbours) than by those who 

Negative attitudes towards “different“ can be connected with the desire for 

order and identity of the collectivity directly by their action (direct intrusion into 

 

people living here are marked by developments where migration has played an 

 they were located directly at the crossroads. These 

 The period between the fourth and seventh Century when the ethnic migrations in Europe 

were conducted.
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learn at schools10.

it seems that what prevails currently is rather ahistorical perception based on 

nation has been completed and the new contributions are no longer desirable. 

the outbreak of the crisis we could have witnessed many activities among general 

encing the current situation concerning attitudes towards immigrants in Slovakia. 

tion domain is rather a marginal theme for Slovak politicians and public. This is 

were not established and thus the sudden interest in the topic marked by dominance 

he intensively commented on everything connected with migration and refugees11. 

10 

raids of the Turks.
11 st anniversary of Slovak national uprising he dedicated more than 

a half of the time to the topic of migration.



public discussions. The topic of migration was actively used in the campaign 

Kotleba spoke openly about zero migration. The difference was also in forums – 

 

rences).

members of parliament. The voices emphasizing different than only a security view 

of politicians and citizens (better said voters). Politicians respond to real or pre

rhetoric as a politics of governing by fear and enemy building has been proved to 

be a successful political strategy in the past (concerning autochthonous minorities 

rhetoric used by Fico and other politicians towards the refugees and immigrants 

and emotional way. The kind of rhetoric he used was close to invoking the “moral 
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politicians) enabled easily to adopt such rhetoric also for mainstream politicians. 

12

as something natural and rational. 

be one of the most important topics during Slovak presidency in the Council 

12 

.
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The number of detected irregular immigrants in Slovakia increased in 2015

 

to observe international commitments. In accordance with this it should be no 

problem to accept immigrants of distinct cultures or religions. But the reality looks 

of solidarity.

tive attitudes towards immigrants in the perception of own nationhood which is 

ethnocentric. In the face of the reality of demographic situation this approach will 

probably be untenable in close future.
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