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Summary. -

a challenge in Nigeria because the country is its highest producer among West African countries 

-

a state-of-the-art national infrastructure for e-waste recycling that takes into consideration social, 

-

paper, as well as, the paper’s Theoretical Framework. The paper further dwells on e-waste trade, 

with some recommendations.
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Introduction

.

O. Ogungbuyi et. all.2

The growth in the production and consumption of electrical and electronic equip-

in equipment features and capabilities, product obsolescence, a decrease in prices, 

and growth in internet use . 

or waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE), which has become a topical 

E-waste is the fastest growing sector of the municipal waste stream and it is 

hazardous4

. 

As new technologies replace old ones, consumers get wider choice of better, 

, hence the large 

-

at 400,000 mainly constituting of IT and telecommunication equipment7. In all, 

about 1.1 million tons of EEE become obsolete each year in the country with abo-

ut 440,000 tons ending up as waste8.

2 O. Ogungbuyi, I. Chidi Nnorom, O. Osibanjo, M. Schluep, 

, May 2012, p. 10 www.basel.int/Portals/4/

 Ibidem.
4 S. Lundstedt, 

-

 Conference on Chemical Management, 

 H. Gaule, , www.wasteage.com/ar/waste-comput-

7  
8 Ibidem.
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All this has been made possible by globalisation underscored by the whittling 

 

and a single market10. 

Nigeria, the paper kick-starts the discourse by clarifying terms recurrent in the 

-

country. In addition, it further interrogates e-waste trade, globalisation, and some 

recommendation concludes the discourse. 

1.1. Globalisation

different locations, or social situations11

aspects of the global economy as units of analysis12.

 

also made allusion to the fact that the emergence of wireless communication will make the inhabit-

10 

of the 40th Annual Conference of the Association of Law Teachers held at the Nigerian Institute of 

, 

11 

12 N. Woods, , 
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-

(technology) across international borders . Globalisation can further be conce-

immigration, and culture, as well as, the speeding up of global interactions with 

-
14.

-

-

lusions, marginalization, and dispossession . Generally therefore, globalisation 

-

. It is in 

, “Policy 

, 

, “Journal of Economic 

-

dina, 

-

ine, -

dele, T.O. Gidado, O.R. Olaopo, 

 -

14 D. Held, A. McGrew, 

 , p. 22.

 H.H. Lentner, , Routledge, 
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1.2. Electrical and Electronic Equipment (EEE)

Electrical and Electronic Equipment (EEE) means equipment which is dependent 

-

ludes equipment for the generation, transfer, and measurement of such currents 

17.

Within the scope of this work, EEE refers to electrical and electronic applian-

ces like refrigerators, air conditioners, mobile phones/ handsets, washing machi-

and so forth.

1.3. Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment  

Waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE), electronic waste or ‘e-waste’ 

18.

1.4. Used Electrical and Electronic Equipment (UEEE)

Used Electrical and Electronic Equipment (UEEE) are electrical and electronic 

equipment that are abandoned by their owners after use. Such equipment can still 

be used without repairs or may need to be repaired before use. UEEE is made up 

of functional and non-functional equipment.

This is EEE that is in its end of life phase starting from the time when the last 

user disposes of it, or intends to dispose of it

repaired to be functional or out right, subject to the waste regime.

17 
18 Ibidem.

 O. Deubzer, 
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and Environmental Protection

Under this segment of the paper, the undertaking is to look at propositions that offer 

-

tection in relation to the challenge of e-waste. This is because theories play a critical 

role in our understanding of a reality and in our ability to cope with problems20. 

traditions in the sciences, Sociological theory, International Relations theory and 
21 in an attempt to conceptualize the notion of globalisation. 

-

taken here using a theoretical framework that situates the argument into three 

theoretical positions that may be termed the globalist, inter-nationalist, and the 

transformationalist22. 

consequences for both the economic and political sphere are taking place to the 

effect that production and regulation are becoming internationalized, capital and 

across states . This, it is argued, presents a global capitalist system which is dra-

wing almost all regions of the world into arrangement of open trade, harmonious 
24. 

20 , Brooks/Cole, Cengage 

21 A. Busch, 

22 , ed. D. Held, Routledge, London 2004, p. 22. 

Andreas Busch distinguishes in his analysis how the process of globalisation can be judged by three 

 position which states that glo-

 posi-

tion which agrees with the sceptic position on the potential dangers of globalisation but does not subscribe 

 Ibidem 
24 Ibidem.
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The result of the foregoing, it is further posited, is that national cultures, econo-

homogenous culture and economy whilst bringing new rules of how countries, or-

.

skeptical about globalisation. They argue that the ‘newness’ of the current situation 

. 

Corollary to this, Friedman argues that, 

there is an emergent consensus that the world is no more globalised than it was at the 

-

th century was more integrated than it is today27. 

th century open trading and liberal eco-

-

tinuation of earlier world trading links, as in the majority of economic and social 
28 -

nalists approach the discourse from the same angle as the internationalists though 

they argue that the consequences of global interactions between nation-states are 

power for framework in policy formulation -

mit that there are on-going changes in the economic, social, political, and cultural 

relations of nation-states, their corporate citizens, and the ordinary people.

-

 

 P. Dicken, , 4th edi-

27 J. Friedman, ,  

28 

 Ibidem.
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come after it. 

But according to Rosenberg, the globalisation theory as it is being presen-

. For Rosenberg, glo-

balisation theorists ought to be analyzing conjectural character of the historical 

moment termed globalisation, rather than seeing the moment in epochal shift in 

the character of human society

and on a new unprecedented scale .

-

In this way, any account of it that presents one ‘moment’ or ‘epoch’, whether so-

and contingency of the contemporary change  that is encapsulated in the process.

crucial importance to the future of mankind’ .

-

tric ethics eco-feminism, ecocentric theories, indigenous peoples’ rights and theories 

-

.

-

-

 J. Rosenberg, 

 Ibidem at 41.

 Ibidem.

 

 Per Lord Geoff (House of Lords),

 O. Fagbohun, 
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tion. In fact, the ‘Tragedy of the Commons’

-

-

-

. 

I propose under this segment of the discourse to articulate these aforementioned 

3.1. Deep Ecology

The central idea of Deep Ecology is that we are part of the earth, rather than apart 

by what is happening in it . Deep Ecology is the study of the inter relationship 

40. The Deep Ecology School 

 The 

, “Social 

 

 O.G. Amokaye, 

Akoka, Lagos 2004, p. 11.

 

, www.

 Ibidem.
40 Ibidem.
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41 -

-

tion of ecological processes and threatening to disrupt atmospheric conditions 

fundamental to the whole biosphere, deep ecology emerges as a theory that has 
42. This is a rejection 

of anthropocentrism, and an assertion that human and non-human life, and nature 

landscapes, and eco-systems . The eco-system is seen here as the main fulcrum 

of any man-made system. Thus, the main essence of the Deep Ecology theory of 

44. 

 

-

. On the other hand, the main feature 

41 
42 

 Ibidem.
44 

 

B. Czech, 

 -

-



 Exploring the Linkages Between E-Waste Trade, Globalisation, and Protection...

that technical change in the economy is endogenous in such a way that economic 

growth is associated with an endogenous outcome of the economic system rather 

-
47. 

48

-

, which suggests that the relationship between economic growth and 

-

-

thropocentric in nature and has its root in the biblical concept of human dominion 

.

-

. The 

-

. 

-

-

damage hitting a threshold beyond which production is so badly affected that the 

economy shrinks

47 Ibidem.
48 H.H. Lee, 

 

-

economic growth generally, which takes into consideration production and consumption of goods in 

 Ibidem.

 

 Ibidem.
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-

crease as economies grow

‘race to the bottom’ .

The foregoing arguably demonstrates that the relationship between economic 

economic growth generally may be limited by many issues. These include but are 

. Further, damage to the ecosystem by hu-

mans may make it deteriorate beyond repairs and as such, it settles on a new less 

-

portant issue in the process of economic growth

. 

. 

-

be required

adopting new production technologies and product design

 for susta-

 Ibidem.

 Ibidem.

 W.A. Brock, M.S. Taylor, 

 

 Ibidem.

 W. Chen, 

  

 Ibidem.

 Ibidem.

 Ibidem.
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3.3. Sustainable Development

-

-

. 

More so, the schools of economic growth and deep ecology may be conside-

short time, whilst the later, although holistic, places emphasis on the ecosystem 

. In li-

.

concept

a concept is that both sides in any legal argument will be able to rely on it . Thus, 

70 -

nomic systems and larger ecological systems that ensure the continuity of human 

life71

72, and as an impro-

-

 M.S. Haque, 

 M. Decleris, 

 

 

 J. Thornton, S. Beckwith, , 2nd

p. 12.

 P. Birnie, A. Boyle, C. Redgwell, rd -

70 R.M. Solow, 

71 B.G. Norton, 

, eds. R. Costanza, B.G. Norton, B.D. Haskell, Island Press, 

72 T. Page, 

 D.W. Pearce, J.J. 
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the present, but also for generations to come74. Simply put, it is the general prin-

a sustainable manner

to ‘sustainability’ include depletion of non-renewable resources, an increase in 

, and so forth.

present without compromising the ability of the future generations to meet the-

ir own needs’77

1) the concept of ‘needs’, in particular the essential needs of the world’s poor, to 

and future needs’78

-

. Thus, 

80.

-

-

74  

 M. Sunkin, D.M. Ong, R. Wight, -

 
77 

78 Ibidem.

 , paper prepared for consider-

-

80 
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following the same course notwithstanding the fact that this approach threatens 

quality81 -

-
82. 

-

and international inequalities and/or unequal income distribution that affect the 
84

and the emission of green house and ozone depleting gases .

-

ronmental protection, arguably, the concept emphasises the general principle that 

-

taking into account the rights of future generations .

future generations87

88

-

-

. 

-

ment . Again, Agenda 21, the non-binding programme of action adopted by the 

81 Ibidem.
82 

 
84 Ibidem.

 Ibidem.

  
87  

88 Ibidem, principle 4.
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Rio conference also refers in its preamble to the need for a ‘global partnership for 

Commission -

-

mate Change -

international concern in a systematic way .

Thus, in the , the International Court of Ju-

In the Nigerian case of 

, the African 

Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights held, inter alia, that Article 24 of the 

African Charter on Human and People’s Rights imposes obligations on the state 

held that the right of people to freely dispose their own natural resources had been 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2000) Inter-Am. Ct. H.R. Ser. C, No. 20,

 Inter-Am. Ct. 
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In all the foregoing, it needs be noted that although the concept of sustainable 

treaties, and the practice of states and international organisations to the effect that it 

does appear that states and international bodies should take into account the objec-

. 

-

 

It has been asserted that globalisation is about an increasingly interconnected and 

independent world. This has many important dimensions such as economic, so-

-

rious aspects of globalisation may affect people, institutions, and countries both 

. According to Khor, the globalisation process is now 

-

cial players100

101.

as far as the on-going process of globalisation of e-waste trade is concerned. 

-

the country.

 Ibidem at 127.

 

100 M. Khor, , Spectrum Books Ltd, Ibadan 

101 E.E. Okon, 

, paper presented at the

-

ies, Lagos, 18 June 2002, p. 7.
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The starting point here is to note that the Constitution recognizes the security and 

102

be recognized and human dignity shall be maintained and enhanced , that the 
104

-

. 

-

safeguard the water, air, land, forest, and wild life of Nigeria.

towards ensuring that the health, safety, and welfare of all people in employment 

are safeguarded and not endangered or abused .

-

cess of the globalisation of e-waste trade possesses a threat to the socio-economic 

-

Nigeria that obliges the State to promote ‘welfare and security’, a ‘just world eco-

nomic order’, and to ‘safeguard and not abuse the health, safety, and welfare of 

all persons in employment’, and to ‘safeguard the water, air, and land of Nigeria.’ 

concerns behind market considerations and reducing the autonomy of the states107.

102 Section 14 (2) (b).

 Section 17 (2) (b).
104 Section 17 (2) (c).

 Section 17 (2) (d).

 
107 A.O. Popoola, 

, paper presented at the 
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-

sence of basic or state-of-the-art facilities for sound end-of-material and disposal 

of waste108

reason for this is because e-waste is mainly generated in countries of the Orga-

, with stringent 
110. Again, against the ob-

as, the health, safety, and welfare of all persons in employment, and due to lack of 

adequate infrastructure to manage waste safely in the country, some of this waste 

is buried, burnt, or dumped in the open air or water bodies111. 

genetic makeup, and immunological status), the metabolism of the chemical(s) in-

such as other diseases112. All this as a result of the globalisation of e-waste trade.

Khor also succinctly captures the globalisation process generally as precluding the 

-

lance leads to polarisation between the few countries and groups that gain and many 

countries and groups in the society that lose out and are marginalized. Globalisation, 

polalarisation, wealth concentration and marginalization are therefore linked through 

process is manifested in the fast growing gap between the world’s rich and poor pe-

distribution of gains and losses .

In light of the foregoing discourse, globalisation and that of e-waste traded in 

, 

18 June 2002, p. 1.
108 I.C. Nnorom, O. Osibanjo, 

-

 
110 
111 
112 I.C. Nnorom, O. Osibanjo, 
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5. Conclusions and Recommendations

-

Consequently, to checkmate the uncontrolled disposal of e-waste on the Nige-

-

ronmental (Electrical/Electronic) Sector Regulation of 2011 in Nigeria.

(EEE/UEEE)114.

-

mental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA) and subscribe 

-

rers and distributors to buy back their sold EEE within two years of the commen-

cement of the Regulation . Also, manufacturers and producers of EEE should set 

up collection points/centres

e-waste from collection points/centres to NESREA accredited recyclers117, whilst 

consumers are to return end-of-life EEE to the collection points/centres118.

set up collection points/centres to take back end-of-life EEEs as mandated by the 

law. More so, there is no formal national infrastructure for recycling e-waste .

-

mental (Electric/Electronic) Sector Regulation of 2011 is recommended in order 

114 , 2011, Regula-

tion 2(1).

 Ibidem, 

 Ibidem, Regulation 11 (4) (a).
117 Ibidem, Regulation 11 (4) (b).
118 Ibidem, Regulation 11 (4) (c).

 

at the Ikeja Computer Village on June 2nd
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-

-

gement of e-waste in the country.

Corollary to the foregoing, putting in place a state-of-the-art national infra-

structure for e-waste recycling that takes into consideration social, economic, and 

-

mentally sound manner. In this way there will be a balance between globalisation, 

, ed. D. Held, Routledge, London 2004.

Akindele S.T., Gidado T.O., Olaopo O.R., 

Amokaye O.G., 

Lagos 2004.

Birnie P., Boyle A., Redgwell C., rd -

Brock W.A., Taylor M.S., , 

Busch A., 

Chen W., -

Conference on Chemical Management, 

Czech B., 

Deubzer O., -

Dicken P., , 4th edition, Sage 

, www.

Fagbohun O., , 

Odade Publishers, Lagos 2010. 
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