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(Policy Recommendations for Azerbaijan)
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Introduction

-

international community. It has become the global threat that affects the security 

and stability of most countries . It is well-known that the Islamic State of Iraq and 

the United States, EU member states and others. Hundreds of Azerbaijani citizens 

also joined this radical army and reportedly, the number of killed Azerbaijanis 

the members of this and other radical groups will return to their homelands. They 
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others. The incident at the Jewish Museum in Brussels on May 24, 2014 was the 

-

citizen of Algerian origin.

to the US State Department, 20 members, including two international organiza-

-

tarian aid1.

-

into the anti-radicalization strategies. 

-

countries2

-

tion in other countries, including Azerbaijan. According to this report, the prison-

-

ast Asian countries focused on promoting the state-sanctioned brand of Islam by 

reason for such an approach was the conclusion of the programme designers, who 

found out that most of the arrested radical group members had little knowledge 

-

about 700 militants, recommended that lecturers in prison should concentrate on 

1 C. Freeman, , “The 

Who-is-in-the-anti-Islamic-State-coalition-and-what-they-are-contributing.html 
2 A. Rabasa, S. Pettyjohn, J. Ghez, C. Boucek, , “RAND 
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-

4. 

The Saudi programme, which claimed 80 percent success rate , had been con-

countries. The main reason was that the Saudi programme, in addition to the reli-

-

the programme’s failure. 

Deradicalization programmes in the European countries (UK, Netherland, 

Denmark) put an emphasis on addressing the social and integration problems, as 

they considered the radicalization an issue stemming from an inadequate or unequ-

al economic, social and political participation, as well as high unemployment rates, 

criminality and other social sickness7. The Dutch authorities, for instance, linked 

-

-
8. With this 

approach, the European countries tried to focus on the root causes that contributed 

-

said that “the arguments they (radicalisers) use are normally deliberately con-

 J. Burke, 

 
4 C. Boucek, , 

 The remaining 20 percent includes the detainees, who refused to participate in the pro-

gramme, failed and subsequently rearrested. 

 A. Rabasa, S. Pettyjohn, J. Ghez, C. Boucek, , “RAND 

7 Ibidem, p. 122.
8 Ibidem, p. 140.
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.

One of the peculiarities of the deradicalization and rehabilitation programmes 

-

tions, which mainly promote moderate Islam. For instance, the NGO-implemented 

projects in the United Kingdom included organization of roundtable discussions on 

-

-

lization mood among the young members of Muslim communities. 

-

-

ssible to identify the number of people who remained disengaged with the radical 

groups following their release and also the number of rearrested persons. Howe-

programmes, which appear to be a crucial element in successful deradicalization 

and rehabilitation programmes. 

also planning to start implementation of prison-based deradicalization and reha-

-

-

mates in Russian prisons10

-

among the Muslim communities in the country, in implementation of the rehabi-

litation programmes. 

 M. Holden, , “Reuters Information 

-

10 , 
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2. Arrest of radical group members in Azerbaijan

-

anti-terrorist operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, while the country’s airspace and 

airports were opened to the anti-terrorist coalition combatting the Taliban regime 

and al-Qaeda.

In the meantime, radical religious groups are trying to strengthen their posi-

tions in Azerbaijan. The latest operations conducted by the Ministry of National 

Security (MNS) of Azerbaijan, which resulted in detention and later imprison-

ment of hundreds of radicals, demonstrate that their efforts allegedly produced 

certain results. Allegedly, hundreds of Azerbaijanis (local mass media reports 

Iraq and Syria. 

-
11

large-scale operation of Azerbaijani security forces against the members of this 

group on the territory of Azerbaijan. It is interesting that the operation and the 

arrest of radicals came just three weeks after the statement of ISIL members abo-

ut their plan to start military operations in the Caucasus region. The Al-Arabiya 

12. Local mass media 

from Syria. 

Azerbaijani citizens joined radical groups in the past as well, especially du-

-

.

11 

12 
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the contest, the Ministry of National Security (MNS) of Azerbaijan issued a state-

ment about the arrest of 40 members of the radical group, who allegedly planned 

particular, the group had planned an assassination attempt on Azerbaijan’s Pre-

carry out armed attacks on the Hilton-Baku and Marriott-Absheron hotels during 

-

a large amount of grenade detonators14.

noteworthy that the arrested groups represented both Sunni and Shia sects. Howe-

17, 2008, members of the terrorist Forest Brothers group threw a grenade through 

-

ter arrested 17 members of this group, which was planning a number of robberies 

in Baku and other cities of Azerbaijan to collect funds for holy Jihad . It remains 

mosque, which has been more widespread in Iraq. Since then, the Abu Bakr mo-

sque remains closed. 

The North Caucasus, Russia, is considered to be the main source of distribu-

the country, which is located on the border with Dagestan Autonomous Republic 

-

ugh the borders, security forces of Azerbaijan and Russia conduct regular anti-

place in May 2014. 

14 

 Ibidem, 2 September 2008.
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In addition to the hard-line measures, the Azerbaijani authorities also take some 

citizens in international terrorist organizations or groups. 

-

dicate socio-economic reasons, deepening gap between rich and poor, low credi-

-

mist wings and so on. Taking into account the fact that 70 percent of Azerbaijani 

-

radicalism trends in the country. 

penalties and toughening punishment of persons for mercenaries and terrorism. 

According to the new amendments, recruitment of mercenaries, funding their ac-

by imprisonment for the period from 8 to 12 years . 

increasing penalties for the crimes that can also be committed by radical groups. 

Thus, according to the amendment to Article 278, “actions aimed at seizing power 

or forcible retention of power, as well as changing the constitutional order of the 

-

10 years. The Parliament also toughened penalties for acts of armed rebellion 

committed with weapons or re-set, the sentence is 14 to 20 years of imprisonment 
17.

-

ties in this respect is the awareness-raising works. The State Committee for Work 

-

-religion relations, necessity of joined efforts in combatting radicalization trends 

 F. Medzid, , 

17 

2014, p. 4. 
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-

18.

Azerbaijani authorities also support the implementation of socio-economic 

minimizing the unemployment rate.   

4. Conclusions and recommendations

Taking into account an increasing number of arrested radicals, Azerbaijan can 

prison-based deradicalization and rehabilitation programmes. Certainly, culture 

-

-

the theological component in their deradicalization programme, while the Euro-

problem. The ideal programme for Azerbaijan should include both aspects, as ob-

year old Azerbaijani citizen, who was captured and killed by Kurdish Syrians in 

Kobani, shows the impact of jihadists’ teachings on their followers. The young 

. Though 

in the process of dialogue with the arrested radicals in order to persuade their 

18 -

-

 , 
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can be useful in this regard. 

Religious Associations are targeting certain groups, including religious commu-

fully use the potential of TV channels in this respect. Considering that the TV 

-

rities, this factor can be used in promoting the state-sanctioned moderate brand 

regions of Azerbaijan and understand Persian language) and Internet TV channels, 

-

is still underway. Therefore, it is important for Azerbaijani authorities to dominate 

-

Special attention needs to be paid to the Internet. It is well-known that the 

radical organizations use the Internet in spreading their publications and in recru-

-

untries in the world, has prepared a list of banned literature propagating religio-

terrorist/radical suspects, on the land border checking points, as well as at the 

-

-

the lack of any international agreement means British police can only deal with 

content hosted in Britain. Material that is taken down will often crop up again 
20

20 M. Holden, , “Reuters Information 

-
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as well as taking global measures against circles dealing with recruitment, which 

are located in different parts of the world. 

law enforcement agencies on careful treatment of terrorist and radical suspects. 

group in the northern districts of Azerbaijan, which claimed that police forceful-
 21

recruitment process. 

International terrorism, which also stems from the religious radicalization, 

-

lenge for the international community and, therefore, it needs a global response. 

The establishment of the anti-ISIL coalition demonstrated the readiness of most 

of the countries to act together against this global threat, which, on the other hand, 

-

rience and best practices in application of soft-line measures, which can ensure 

will require the international organizations to pay more attention to the implemen-
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