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Summary. -

-

ing together with their normal counterparts within the same educational facility. At this point in 

as society searched for adequate ways to socialize, integrate, and care for the learner who, on ac-

-

-

nogenic because it engenders prejudice, discrimination, and is against the fundamental human right 
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Introduction

-

1 -

-

-

alized groups of learners to access educational opportunities in Nigeria and beyond. 

At present in NOUN, an unprecedented number of married, working class women, 

members of the Nigerian armed forces Para-military organizations, and inmates in 

prisons are undertaking academic and professional courses for lateral and upward 

-

onymous with a poor product2

-

-

though not without challenges, as will be seen later, ODL is a strategy powered by 

information communication technology (ICT) . ICT as an instructional media in-

space and time, thereby bringing the wide world into something that is palm sized. 

-

cation and the trend of criminality entrenching it in Nigeria. At the same time, 

it is an abuse to the fundamental human rights to education (FHRE) and also an 

-

1 O. Jegede, 
nd

2 

 D.O. Igwe, 

-
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recommendations and agreements. OER aims to promote open access to digital 
4. 

. Dis-

be born into any family, or any social class or race. The family may be rich or 

-

ing and teaching can be done from the comfort of the bedroom, impairments, time, 

and space notwithstanding. Distance learning and, more recently, online learning, 
7. Corre-

spondence schools and radio instruction contributed to reducing education barriers.

OER are important learning materials in NOUN with the potential to facilitate 

curriculum and the information communication technology application character-

their course requirements anywhere in the world. These facilities are an impor-

-

of educating children and youth with disabilities alongside their peers without 

disabilities in ordinary schools has been adopted8. Today, if there is any concept 

that has gained currency in the world of special needs education, it is inclusion. 

4 T. Caswell, S. Henson, M. Jensen, D. Wiley, 

 D.O. Igwe,  

-

sue 2, pp. 1-27. 

 Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN), National Policy on Education, 

7 A.B. Fafunwa, , NPC Educational Publishers Ltd, Lagos 2004.
8
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Inclusion is generating thoughts and gaining attention worldwide as a new ap-

International 

.

-

-

ment can create better learning opportunities for all and by this means, address the 

10. The report’s description suggests that inclusion combats a discriminatory 

1. Conceptualization of Inclusive Education

-

youths, by keeping them away from the street and crime. Psychologists look at it as 

11. The inclu-

-

normal. In other words, each person belongs to the regular classroom, and therefore, 

Inclusion in education is a step further in mainstreaming education as a core 

-

-

portunity. Through this process, the school builds its capacity to accept all learners 

from the local community who wish to attend, and in doing so, reduces the need 
12. Thus, the high point of inclusion lies in its emphasis on the 

 UNESCO and Ministry of Education and Science, Spain, The Salamanca Statement and 

Framework for Action on special Needs Education, adopted at the World Conference on special 

 

10 -

11 D. Staub, C. Peck, , “Educational Leader-

 
12 , 
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restructuring of the entire school programme and its practices. Here, the content, 

. For instance, like the 

call for inclusion of all students in mainstream schools is part of an international 

-

ties into all aspects of life, including job placement. 

1. The original place of the learner with special needs is in the regular classroom. 

-

ronment.

2. -

for suitable education for all persons14.

Denying opportunity to children to learn under the same roof with other learn-

4. 

arising from the power relation between the reached and the unreached. This led 

to the differential distribution of institutional authority that creates a scenario of 

-

ized interests jostle for recognition and compromise. Dahrendorf  opined that 

-

. 

 

14 Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN), 

 R. Dahrendorf, 

 Ibidem.
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3. Literacy and Criminality in Nigeria 

-

has the rule of law17

-

depicts lawlessness and criminality18. Therefore, it is not misguided to conclude 

HEA -

lenges, adding that “literacy as we all know is one of the solutions to our national chal-

-

tion of illiteracy in the country should not be left in the hands of the state alone. It is 

countries like India, China, Brazil, and Indonesia, among others, is borne by non-

be no employment, and where there is no employment, idle hands will increase, and 

-

17 D.J. Tenibiaje, 

18 

-

ity of Access to Higher Education, HEA, Dublin 2008.
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-

-

to ensure participation. Access to education is open to people of all interests, belief, 

-

made to operate and abide by common rules and regulations for the sake of sanity 

-

by NOUN, reaching out to the consumer of its products across Nigeria and be-

yond, through traditional and social media, the majority of Nigerians are still un-

access right controls for all stakeholders.

5. NOUN intervention as a rescue mission

Against the backdrop of the declining literacy rate in Nigeria, the worst is the 

-
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the rich. Through corruption and inconsistent policy and its implementation, they 

ruin home education to rely on foreign ones. Unfortunately, some of these highly 

-

-

-

cant turning point in Nigeria’s special education. This is because of its unique 

framework criminalizing school drop-out, nor making education compulsory at 

shoulder this bill. 

It is a criminal act to deny people of school age the opportunity to access 

functional education for any reason because it breeds social inequality. The gap 

-

stance, the security and copy right of NOUN open E-resources are compromised 

since they are open and accessible to all. Particularly, the course materials online 
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introduction of NOUN centers across the country, southeastern states in particular 

-
20. 

-

to the nation. Indeed, the embarrassing literacy statistics of Nigeria, justify the 

need for all stakeholders to redouble their efforts to support NOUN, particularly 

-
21.

-

Nigeria’s 4-fold22.

6. NOUN Limitations to delivering Inclusive Education

and physical challenges. 

forms of physically disabled students. This possibly has to do with the belief that 

20 D.D. Smith, , th edition, Pearson, 

Boston 2007.
21 
22 Ibidem.
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when disabled men and women who won Para-Olympic gold medals started being 

witnessed from different countries. Quality assurance is still a big challenge, par-

with their credential claims at the point of intake, not to mention, the quality of 

staff hired. 

-

adequately meet the learning needs of all children, youth, and adults, especially 

-

ondary education, for instance, is affected by the distribution of institutions 

in rural areas. The distribution of institutions affects the cost of access. Most of 

the students are not able to commute from their homes to institutions located 

-

depend on there being a power supply. 

Indicator As at year 2007

Population 

GDP per capita (US dollars)

Phone subscribers per 100 inhabitants  

Computers 

Internet hosts

Internet users

Radio households

TV households
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6.2.1. Telecommunication

Presently the two national carriers, the Nigeria Telecommunications Company 

solutions yet. There are four digital mobile (GSM) operators, and 20 other opera-

-

sued to increase the penetration. In the year 2000, the penetration rate was 1 in 

. Nigeria is 

th 

-

OER aspects of NOUN are still threatened by erratic access to quality telecom-

munications and the high cost of internet network access. 

-

24

-

6.2.3. ICT Policies

-

 the implementing body. The policy empowers 

-

 C.O. Adebayo, , Federal Republic of Ni-

geria, 8th

 
24 Ibidem.

 Nigerian National Policy for Information Technology (NNPIT), National Information Tech-
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ria an IT capable country in Africa and a key player in the information society by 

-

-

 PC ownership 

lecturers below the grade of Lecturer 1, one PC per Senior Lecturer, and one 

notebook per Professor/Reader. Although the emergence of NOUN has further 

learning, the prescribed benchmark is yet to be in place in our tertiary institutions. 

-

Each NOUN27 study centre has a computer laboratory/cyber café equipped with 

centres are yet to be connected to NOUN’s REPRODAhq (repository, reproduc-

tion, distribution, and administration headquarters) through a wide area network 

 – Training and learning,

 – Assessment and testing,

 –

 – Communications (e-mail, chat, forums),

 – Internet access,

 –

 – Other computer applications.

centres. Each study centre has facilitators (instructional and tutorial) and student 

facilitators and counsellors are drawn from within the community or nearby com-

1. Management of student records (on-line application, admission, registration, 

2. 

 P. Okhiria, , 7 February 2007.
27 T.A. Nom, , “Turkish Online 
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4. -

(MCPD) programme in pedagogy called the Virtual Institute for Higher Edu-

British Council has initiated a Digital Library Project (DLP)28 -

7. Summary

-

NOUN’s effort to democratize access to tertiary education and to ensure educa-

physical or infrastructural challenges, like the cost of generating a reliable power 

unreached. This leads to the differential distribution of institutional authority that 

creates a scenario of supra-ordination and sub-ordination based on educational 

The more educated a country is, the lower the crime rate. This was demon-

-

28 O. Abayuwana, 
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-

ers to play by the rules, so as to not obstruct the Information Communication 

controls for all stakeholders.

Conclusion and Recommendations

-

-

information dissemination before inclusion can be institutionalized. With a na-

to eradicate all forms of disparity in access to education. In this regard, the need 

for the establishment of functional, accessible, and affordable educational facili-

-

and discussions that will occur, teachers, administrators, other school personnel, 

law-makers, students with and without disabilities, and students’ parents must be 

cognizant of the responsibility of educating all students so they can reach their full 

potential. The bottom line for students with disabilities should be equitable access 

to opportunities that will guarantee successful outcomes in education, employ-

ment, and community integration.

Inclusion should not, and must not, be considered in the absolute. The Sala-

-
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cation, enrolling all people of school age in regular schools, unless there are com-

. As far as Nigeria is concerned, presently 

-

needs people and they ultimately learn nothing. Instead, it is suggested that there 

be a phased implementation of inclusion. This will mean gradual implementation, 

the actual implementation.

References

  Department of Social, Com-

Abayuwana O., 

Adebayo C.O., , Federal Republic of Nigeria, 

8th

Caswell T., Henson S., Jensen M., Wiley D., 

Dahrendorf R., 

Fafunwa A.B., , NPC Educational Publishers Ltd, Lagos 2004.

Fafunwa B., , 

Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN), , 

Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN), 

Garuba A., , 

Access to Higher Education, HEA, Dublin 2008.

Igwe D.O., 

-

 

Igwe D.O.,  

Imoke L. 

Jegede O., -
nd

 



 Dickson Ogbonnaya Igwe

Lipsky D.K., Gartner A., 

Nigerian National Policy for Information Technology (NNPIT), National Information Technology 

Nom T.A., , “Turkish Online Journal of 

Okhiria P., , 7 February 2007.

Ollman B., , 2nd

Ritzer G., 

, 

Smith D.D., , th edition, Pearson, Boston 

2007.

Staub D., Peck C., ,  

Tahir G.,  

-

Tenibiaje D.J., , “In-

UNESCO and Ministry of Education and Science, Spain, The Salamanca Statement and Framework 

for Action on special Needs Education, adopted at the World Conference on special Needs 

 

Waters L., 

, eds. P. Downs, A.L. Gilligan, IPA, Dublin 2007.

 

wyzwanie dla Nigeryjskiego Otwartego Uniwersytetu Narodowego 

Streszczenie. 

-

-

-



 Inclusive Education and Criminality: A Challenge to the National Open...

-

-

-


