
It is an axis along which many regions are activated and developed and a coordinated regional and 

which it runs. It is therefore worthwhile to consider all the opportunities and possibilities as well 

exceptional opportunity created for Poland and Ukraine by the subsequent initiatives aimed at de

veloping the corridor into a permanent overland connection between Europe and China.

transport, transport corridors, logistics, infrastructure, international cooperation

We currently perceive Ukraine mainly as our partner in the organisation of the 

2012 European Football Championships. Certain themes emerge connected with 

the history we share, such as the Cemetery of the Defenders of Lviv or our road 

past and to our geographical proximity. We have a lot in common, but some mat

from this for our joint interest. Ukraine is an EU candidate state and also aspires 

perience relates not only to the accession process and our entry as such, but also 

to the practical aspects of functioning within the European Union’s structures. 



Our coming Presidency in the EU Council (since 1st

Poland will host the majority of EU events during its presidency and it will play 

will be responsible for organising the EU meetings, shape the directions of the 

EU policy, as well as care about its development, integration and security. Thus, 

our country will become an even more attractive partner for its Eastern neighbour, 

Ukraine.

Leaving politics in the background, it is worthwhile considering what results 

from the fact that we are neighbours, what potential this situation has and what 

aspect analyses are needed to answer such questions, taking various areas and 

issues into account. All the elements, restrictions and possibilities that appear are 

Road and of the overland connection to China built using the Corridor, among 

other elements.

A transport corridor is a tract comprising transport infrastructure of interna

tional features), with transport nodes such as logistic centres located on them1. 

corridors drawn up during the said conferences are located mostly in EU territory, 

Networks has always been to ensure compliance of legislation, standards and tech

partners from outside the EU. The efforts undertaken made it possible to implement 

the provisions of the Lisbon agenda by promoting trade, sustainable development and 
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social cohesion2. A separate budget line was created within the EU budget to achieve 
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Corridor 

No.
Corridor route

Number of states 

involved

I

II

III

IV  

V  

VI  

Ostrava

VII The Danube River – Inland navigation route

VIII

– Thessaloniki

centrates mainly on the integration between networks in new member states. In 

would contribute to increased competitiveness and cohesion in the expanded EU 

by improving the connections in the internal market. The TEN policy does not 

concern, however, the transport links between EU and neighbouring countries 
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channel technology which emphasises the assets and utility features of the indi

vidual branches of transport .

th

The corridor comprises the building of motorways, the building and upgrade 

of a railway line, of electrical energy distribution networks and telecommunica

tions network, as well as auxiliary facilities such as service stations as well as pas

senger and cargo terminals. A fully automatic gauge adjustment station for trains 

vided mostly by private investors, with the participation of the individual states 

and of the European Commission.

Urban centres

Industrial or manufacturing 

centres

Centres of critical  

importance 

Other centres



from other transport routes

and economic centres,

ling safety,

scale,

and international level,

in a certain business neighbourhood,

ness technologies in the immediate transport corridor tract. 

Looking at the map of Europe, one cannot but notice that there is a country 

just over our eastern border which may soon play a decisive role on our continent, 

not only from the point of view of the surface area or the number of inhabitants. 

rd largest country in the world. According to data as of 1st

Migration is an important demographic phenomenon in Ukraine. If one adds the 

industrial potential, the extraordinary natural wealth of the Donbas and the incon

ceivable resources those areas have (if appropriately farmed, they could feed the 

whole of Europe), the image that emerges is one of a partner worth knowing better. 

 

 Ibidem.



. The industrial production volume grew 

growth was recorded in the production of means of transport (mainly rail rolling 

.

Currently, from the point of view of goods trading, the largest commercial centre 

equipment, household products (chemicals and appliances), clothing, etc. are dis

tributed. This is also the largest selling market because the inhabitants of Ukraine’s 

capital have an incomparably higher purchasing power than people from the rest 

of the country. The second economic centre is Odessa – Ukraine’s largest port and 

are handled there, including goods in transit to Russia. It is worth pointing out that 

Odessa, with the entire southern Region (Crimea included), forms a large tourist 

that has to be supplied with the necessary goods in the season. It is also a place 

where fruit and vegetables are grown that need to be distributed all over the country. 

A third large area that to which logistics services are provided is the eastern part 

of the country, with Donetsk and Dnipropetrovsk. It is an industrial basin, where 

industrial resources are mined, as well as a large consumer market.

10.

of Polish entrepreneurs. One needs to remember that relations with Ukraine de

pend to a large extent on the political situation in the country. Political upheaval 

th

 Ibidem.
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Table 2. Ukraine’s basic macroeconomic indicators
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vanced logistics services, such as the transport of package freight, are still new 

to the Ukrainian market. Many customers have only recently started to dis cover 

transport is the surplus of exports from Poland to Ukraine over imports to Poland. 

11. 

rd position, Ukraine still ranks low among suppliers of goods to Poland, despite 
12.

Not only did Poland become a desirable business partner for Ukraine as a re

sult of the economic growth, but it is also a transit country for goods transported 

to wealthier and more economically developed EU countries. Apart from being 

a source of economic migration, we have become a country accepting immigrants 

to an increasingly higher extent, especially from our eastern neighbours. This 

is a result of European integration and globalisation processes, resulting for in

texts, this fact affects both the Polish labour market and the social image of neigh

Ukrainians are the most numerous and best visible group of economic immigrants 

. All these themes, including, on the one 

and, on the other hand, of Ukrainians as economic immigrants change the image 

of our reciprocal relations and of their perception. 

Changes are necessary not only in mutual social perception and relation

ships. It is also important to eliminate all barriers and limitations in our relations 
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ties in Ukraine. The most serious restrictions in the access to the Ukrainian market 

regulations,

lack of respect for the law or interpretations of the Ukrainian law by administra

tive bodies that are unfavourable for Polish companies, as well as lack of uniform

ity in the application of the regulations in force (especially on the part of local 

administrative bodies),

and phytosanitary regulations, etc.,

Ukrainian customs authorities (leading to higher customs duties) and frequent 

changes of customs regulations,

lation to EU and the WTO requirements,

concerns mainly Polish investors operating in Ukraine and exporting their produc

tion outside that country),

ing to long waits at borders, especially in the case of freight transport .

Another problem, even though encountered sporadically, involves takeovers 

All these issues, together with the economic crisis, much more visible in Ukraine 

than in Poland, causing problems to Ukrainian businesses, generate many additional 

partners (insolvency, failure to perform contracts, etc.). 

ment of the obligations it assumed when it entered the World Trade Organisation 
th



mental Commission for Economic Cooperation which meets every year. During 

tus of bilateral economic cooperation was assessed, issues related to the current 

coope ration between Polish and Ukrainian businesses were discussed, as well 

as projects were undertaken to intensify that cooperation.

The subject of bilateral economic cooperation development is also an element 

of talks between representatives of both countries’ authorities during visits to Poland 

people and by various forums that can discuss and seek out solutions to urgent prob

lems during bilateral meetings, business seminars, training sessions and other events. 

To recapitulate, it needs to be recognised that Ukraine is the largest European 

country, but it is still located outside the borders of the EU after the latter’s expan

sion. It is also one of the most important economic and political partners for Po

land. The strategic location of our countries on the intersection of many transport 

obstacles in mutual relations need to be entirely eliminated. We must do every

vantage from the aforementioned factors. This generates the need to become in

volved in an effective manner in already existing initiatives as well as points to the 

need to apply successfully for the funds allocated, as part of own initiatives and 

of the projects undertaken. 

 

ferred to as . This results mainly from the fact 

that, according to calculations by the European Commission, the total allocation 

(European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument) funds .

th



The actions planned as part of the Eastern Partnership include four main groups 

1. (the multilateral dimension of the Eastern Partnership)

a) 

lion budget.

b) 

 

in EaP countries and to create links between small and medium enter

brokers in partner states, which will subsequently be given to small and 

c) 

– budget of approx. EUR 12 million. 

stance by means of internships and training programmes, feasibility 

 

d) 



Europe Programme.

The thematic scope of the programme (initiative) includes the 

e)  with a budget of EUR 12 million.

The purpose of the initiative is to promote environmental protection, including 

combating climate change, by reinforcing the environmental management process 

– increasing availability of reliable information concerning environmental protec

tion, raising awareness and increasing the involvement of participants in partner 

states, as well as promoting the assessment of the impact of political decisions 

countries,

a)

is to raise the administrative capacities of EaP countries and to support reforms 

facilitating the preparation for the conclusion and implementation of association 

agreements (AA) and the creation of deep and comprehensive free trade areas 

(DCFTA).

ing which the European Commission has been signing with the individual EaP 

Ukraine. The signing of an MoU constitutes the starting point for the preparation 

of Framework Documents specifying the detailed framework of cooperation and 

for the preparation of Institutional Reform Plans by the EaP states, i.e. detailed 

lists of institutions to be reformed and of the methods and means that are going 

to be used to carry out such reforms.

 

b)  – with a planned budget 

The programme is planned to be launched in 2012. Pilot Regional Develop

ment Programmes are currently being prepared on the basis of experiences of the 

EU cohesion policy related to EaP states. Their aim will be to even out the dif

ferences between the individual regions, taking into account the needs and the 



Commission is preparing to start talks with the partner states concerning the po

tential areas of support.

The indicative allocation of funds for the implementation of regional develop

ment of the multilateral dimensions of EaP are also allocated to a series of soft 

initiatives, i.e.  related to the current 

activities as part of thematic platforms and expert panels. 

a) 

b)  as part of the , 

including projects concerning . 

of Polish entities . 

Implementation of the 2010 Action Programme projects started in November 

per project) .

c)  to the participation of partner 

Programme, and others. 

d)  – an instrument of the European Investment 

ern Europe so far, carried out under what is referred to as an external mandate, 

publicationprojectsselected.pdf.



Loans as part of the EPF may be allocated mostly for investments in the indus

ventures with the participation of an enterprise from the EU.

 a decision was made to create this 

countries – planned budget is EUR 10 million. 

It is also worth mentioning at this point the direct initiatives undertaken by Po

programme can be taken as a reference point, corresponding to the main areas 

of support for Ukraine determined in the Polish foreign aid programme, compris

ing, for instance, activities related to institutional development and good govern

gration (including reforming the judiciary, customs and border services, agricul

tural development) as well as energy savings.

.

The total cost of activities carried out as part of Polish foreign aid in 2010 

.

include the Cohesion Fund, funds intended for innovative economy development 

projects in Europe20.
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Also, the following are supposed to be carried out using the funds allocated 

this year22

As a part of the concept, an agreement was signed on 10th February 2011 
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velopment of rail transport. 

largest infrastructural projects currently under implementation in Poland. Togeth

.

transit location keeps growing, although the economic globalisation and the in

ternational progress in the development of transport means and networks have 

development, transport infrastructure as well as accessibility between the regions 

as well as modernising railway lines, in particular as part of the planned strategic 

transport corridors.

 

state  

border  

 

state  

border
 

modernisation



Recognising the importance of the arguments presented above, the city 

as part of the European Territorial Cooperation – CENTRAL EUROPE PRO

the key assumptions of the spatial development strategy developed as part of im

The project is being implemented with the extensive involvement of local, re

vises the implementation of the projects mentioned above as well as of other ini

th meeting of the said 
th

th

of Corridor III was the site inspection and assessment of road and rail connections 



crossing procedures, restrictions in the transhipment of goods, use of the uniform 

cooperation with the participation of the European Commission. The coopera

tion is regulated by a Memorandum of Understanding, which is a declaration 

signed by the ministers of transport of the countries mentioned above and by the 

EU Commissioner for Transport. The results of the Committee’s meetings are 

within the European Commission.

st nd

and Transport in Wroclaw,

cooperation as part of the European Transport Corridor. The participants included 

and Ukraine. The project was discussed at the conference to develop economy and 



infrastructure along the corridor, involving expansion of transport infrastructure 

and creation of conditions for the development of centres considered important 

for the economy. Particular attention was drawn to the elimination of bottlenecks 

in the access to main transport routes, which frequently represent barriers for eco

between Europe and the Far East was also discussed during the conference. Cor

ridor III is currently becoming the most important one in Europe due to the revi

.

ridor III is becoming one of the most important axes for activation and development 

and developing the potential of the area are supposed to contribute to the strategic 

functions the corridor is starting to perform. Development of the corridor’s infra

structure will constitute an essential stimulus supporting the development of the 

regions located along it. Consequently, these regions will stimulate further devel

opment of the corridor as a result of their economic development. The cooperation 

platform created is supposed to eventually lead to the transformation of Corridor III 

in 2020 into one of the most attractive and competitive transport and economic axes 

in Europe. In order to achieve this goal, however, many elements need to be speci

frastructure development plans as well as the existing plans and development strate

There is an entire series of interconnected issues, including a particularly 

with Poland, and consequently with the entire EU (and vice versa), our transport 

systems must be suitably linked in order to meet the requirements resulting from the 

increased trade exchange leading to more intense transport. Many new initiatives 

need to be undertaken and successfully implemented in order to gain better access 

to common markets as well as to increase links and economic potential. Initiatives 



lated issues are particularly important, including not only the development of a road 

network, but also the improvement of rules concerning international transport in the 

territory of our countries, international transit of goods, formal and legal conditions 

concerning the performance of transport services by carriers or the joint undertaking 

of initiatives aimed at increasing transport security. The experiences related to joint 

There is no doubt that further development of the corridor is necessary in or

der to release its full potential, so that the areas and countries it connects can 

is regarded within the EU as one of the most important tools used to create a dy

. Therefore, it has always 

been an important element of the EU’s transport policy to create and improve 

between the EU countries and other states, including Ukraine. Poland and Ukraine 

should use the opportunities created by the concept of development and improve

further actions are necessary. The new possibilities and needs, especially taking 

into account the extension of the corridor towards China and the Far East, consti

tute a new innovative qualitative challenge for the corridor and for our countries. 

The corridor must become one of the most important truly multimodal transport 

axes of the European Union. 

Ukraine. Progress in the creation of the corridor has been relatively good, but 

requires further coordinated efforts and cooperation of all the interested parties.

Transport Corridor III offers Poland and Ukraine exceptional possibilities of eco

potential related to the optimum use of functions of the individual transport sec

tors and the accompanying branch technologies in organisation and improvement 

logistics system, which is an extremely important aspect.
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